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Presentation Outline 

Where was the outbreak? 

How was the outbreak identified? 

Outbreak management  

Acknowledgements 

Questions 
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Where was the outbreak? 
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Interior Health (IH)  



Where was the Outbreak? 
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Outbreak Identification 

IH – averages 3-5 cases of IMD annually 

 

Last IMD outbreak in BC:  2001,  serogroup C 

  

Emergence of serogroup W in BC in 2017 
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Outbreak Identification 

Cases of IMD by week of report to Public Health, Interior Health 
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All serogroup W 
Social link to Oliver 
High school; Onset 
Oct. 

Reported in Vernon  
Same age group 



Outbreak Identification 
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Cases of IMD by Week of report to Public Health, Interior Health 

January 1 – December 11, 2017 

All in the Okanagan 
Aged 15-19 years 
Serogroup W-135 



Outbreak Declared 
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December 14, 2017 



Outbreak Management and Control 
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Finding and connecting with those at risk! 



Outbreak Management and Control 

IH coordinated a multi-phased outbreak 

response using an Incident Command Structure 
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Outbreak Management and Control 
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We vaccinated a lot of people! 



Outbreak Management and Control 

 

 

Consent Form 

Geographic MHO order 

Vaccine Management 
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Outbreak Management and Control 
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Outbreak Management and Control 
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Outbreak Declared Over 
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No new cases in target 
population 
 

Incidence rate returned to pre-
outbreak  rate                       

       

February 14, 2018 



Implications  

Consideration of the unique needs of the target 

population 

Dedicated support for data collection and 

management 

Consideration of an Incident Command Structure 
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A wide range of people worked hard to get this outbreak under control and 

make the immunization campaign a success! 
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Questions? 

 Medical Health Officers 

 Communicable Disease Unit 

 Epidemiologists 

 Immunization Team 

 Administrators & Managers 

 Public Health Nurses 

 Prevention Services Assistants 

 Information Management 

 Administrative Support 

 Communications 

 Finance 

 Logistics 

 Human Resources 

 Staffing Services 

 Secondary Schools & 
Superintendents 

 Post-Secondary Schools 

 Community Pharmacies & Hospital 
Pharmacies 

 BC Immunization Committee 

 BC Centre for Disease Control 

 First Nations Health Authority 

 Health Emergency Management 
 


